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� to lead New Zealand's Official Statistics System (OSS)

� to provide official statistics for governments and the 
wider community that: 

• provide relevant and timely information on key aspects of 
New Zealand's economy, environment and society.

• are trusted 

• of high integrity and quality

• can be accessed by all

Statistics NZ’s mission is…



Objective

1.     To show that using our information will enable you
• to make sound business decisions 

• help grow your business

2.     To inform you that Statistics NZ  
• has a vast amount of information

• provides a free information service

Statistics should be at the core of every good business plan!  



Introduction

� An overview of Nelson-Tasman Regions
• Population

• Business Activity

� How to access our stats
• New website

• Table Builder

• Infoshare

• Other useful tools

� Putting it into practice
• Detailed examples of how 

our statistics can be used 



Source – Statistics NZ Census and Population project ions

Population change – Nelson/Tasman Regions



Top 5 Industries – Tasman Region

Source – Statistics NZ Census 2006



Top 5 Industries – Nelson Region

Source – Statistics NZ Census 2006



Businesses in Nelson and Tasman

Businesses between 2000 and 2008 

� have grown in number by 27%

� From 9,326 businesses to 11,869

� provided employment for 43,980

employees in 2008 

� this is a 21% increase since 2000



Overview of SMEs in Nelson and Tasman

Definition: We define SMEs as businesses that employ 0-19 staff

Source: Statistics NZ Business Demography



New website - Homepage



� Select Table Builder on the 
homepage

� Powerful tool for extracting 
data

� Pick your dataset and define 
your parameters

� Each dataset has it’s own 
set of tables

� Techniques for building 
tables are the same

Table Builder basics



Using Table Builder:

We have a 
very broad 
table for Total 
New Zealand –
Total Industry

Clicking on the 
titles in the top 
left hand 
corner lets us 
adjust the 
variables



Using Table Builder:

Expand 
‘Accommodation 
and Food 
Services’…

Eg: Find number of ‘Pubs, Taverns & Bars’ in Nelson city area

Then expand 
‘Food and 
Beverage 
Services’



Using Table Builder:

Then just put the 
tick in ‘Pubs, 
Taverns and 
Bars’

And now we can 
adjust the Area.



Using Table Builder:



Using Table Builder:

Take the tick off 
of the ‘Employee 
Count’

Then click on the 
‘Year’ title



Using Table Builder:

Take the ticks off 
of all the years 
except for 2008

Click on the grey 
square icon to 
view the table.



Final Table

By clicking on the 
underlined area….

…we can expand 
Nelson into it’s 

Area Units.

Then use the 
arrows to sort 

descending (or 
ascending)



Download…….



� Tracks Time Series data 

� Large range of Datasets 
– note these subject 
categories

� Much of the data can 
obtained Monthly, 
Quarterly, or Annually.

� Table views can be 
easily adjusted

� Can download directly to 
Excel

Infoshare



Using Infoshare – Consumer Price Index eg



Highlight classes you want: Milk, cheese & eggs; Petrol 
Highlight time period: 2001Q2-2009Q2

Select your variables



Download table into Excel



Consumer Price Index example 
– (using Browse)



� Imports and Exports

� Updated monthly  

� All HS Codes to the
most detailed 10 digit
level

� Twenty years of data
available

Using Infoshare - Overseas Trade



Click on ‘Imports and 
exports’

Note that there is also a release calendar so you can find out when the tool 
will be updated with next month’s data.

For this example I will look at the 
exports of Granny Smith apples by 
Country of Destination

Using Infoshare - Overseas Trade eg



Further defining

For our query I am just interested in ‘exports – commodities by country’.
To check any definitions, use our glossary.



Variables

Here you can check the type of export data displayed (top) and also 
select all countries



Variables – select countries

Once you have highlighted the variables you want (all countries in 
this case) you need to ‘add’ them to your ‘selected…’ box on the right 
– this applies when selecting all variables in Infoshare.



Variables - HS Code search

For the HS code, I need to find the code for Granny Smith apples. I 
could try expanding ’08 Fruit…’ to find the correct code, but I will use 
the ‘Search’ function instead.



Variables – HS Code search

First, type in ‘apples’ and click on ‘Find’. Next, scrolling down I find 
‘,,,apples, Granny Smith…’, tick the box, click ‘Add’ and ‘Go’.



Variables – select time period

Here, I click and drag to select the time period I wish the data to cover. Note 
that you can select monthly, quarterly or annual data. Also, the table will be 
more compact if you take the tick out of ‘Show zero rows’



Format table

By clicking and dragging the green boxes, you determine which variables 
will make up the rows and columns of your table. Press ‘Go’.

Keep an eye on your cell count as 
there is a limit per download. 



Final table

This time instead 
of saving the table 
into Excel, we can 
save it as a table 
query file (.tqx)

Next time you want 
to create the table 
click on Load 
query



Load your query

Select the saved tqx file… …then add recent time periods



Stage 1 - select: 
� Data type – Imports, Exports…
� Observations: Quantity, FOB, CIF, VFD
� Country(ies)
� Harmonised System (HS) code of item(s)

Click on

Stage 2 - select:
� Time period & monthly, quarterly or annual
� Other options – scaling, exclude zero rows…
� Change layout of table

Click on 
� Save table as query (.tqx) or Excel file

Building a trade table - summary



� Online Help Guide

� Links to specific 
sections of the Help 
Guide

� List of frequently 
asked questions

� Call the Information 
Centre for support on 
0508 525 525

Infoshare HELP!!



Quick Stats About a Place
� Overviews of New Zealand's communities by regions, cities, 

districts (territorial authorities) and area units.



Classification Code Finder:

� Displays the classification system for Occupations, 
Industries, Ethnicities and many more categories.

� Can help locate a particular item within a 
classification and provide relevant codes, and 
background information.



Other Tools – CommuterView

� Interactive DVD available on request

� Shows visual commuting patterns in NZ taken from the 2006 Census.

� Data can be mapped for all areas in NZ down to Area Unit level.



PUTTING IT INTO
PRACTICE….



Using Stats – A guide for your business

� Evaluate your business potential

� Target promotions

� Estimate market share

� Assess site location

� Apply for finance

� Know the import/export trends

� Monitor key trends



Starting Out

� After years of making 
fine silk clothing, Grace 
is finally in a position to 

realise her dream of 
opening her own 

women’s clothes store
Grace uses our stats to 

identify:
Customer demographics,

Locations of target customers,
The amount of competition,
Attractive source countries.



Customer demographics
Household Economic Statistics (HES) can help

The HES collects information about Household Income and Expenditure

Run annually up to 1998, now run every three years





Number of Competitors

Business Demographic data 
can answer this.

BD data provides information 
on number of:

• Enterprises

• Geographic Units

• Employee Count

Can be broken down by the 
finest level of geographic 
location i.e. meshblocks

Finest level of industry 
breakdown available on 
Table Builder



Where can I source my goods from?



Staffing - Query

� The owner of an Electronics 
store is considering hiring 
more part-time sales staff:

She uses our statistics to 
work out how large the 
hourly wage should be, as 
well as to calculate the likely 
yearly wage increases….



Staffing - Results
� The owner uses the ‘Income’ tables on Tablebuilder…

…and our ‘Labour cost Index’ Publication for FREE on 
our website:



� A Carpenter in Nelson 
has been making baby 

furniture as a successful 
sideline business and is 
now looking to open his 

own furniture outlet:

He uses our statistics to 
inform him of the areas that 
are likely to have the 
highest numbers of births 
leading up to 2011….

Choosing Locations



� The Carpenter produces a customised table of 
‘Population Projections’ for FREE using Table Builder:

And identifies the 
following areas as having 
highest numbers of births 
in the 5 years up to 2011:

Washington   260
Enner Glynn 210
Grampians    180

Choosing Locations - Results



Advertising & Spending - Query
� The owners of a gourmet 

coffee shop are trying to 
target their advertising at 

‘partnered’ people (75% of 
all coffee spending is by 

‘partnered’ people).

They use our stats to find the areas 
in Nelson City that have the highest 
proportions of partnered people, as 
well as to get an idea of the 
average weekly spend.



Advertising & Spending - Results

� They use our Census data in 
Table Builder for FREE to find 
the ‘Partner’ proportions using 

‘Social Marital Status’

� They then use our Business 
Demography data in Table 
Builder for FREE to find the area 
with least amount of competitors



Ice cream parlour retailer setting up a business wanted to 
know the size of his local market

Census can help with usual residence and workplace addresses
� Can provide usually resident population count by meshblocks. This covers a very 

defined area close to where his business is set up

� Can provide the number of employed people by workplace address in the same 
meshblocks

Knowing your market

Straight away the retailer knew 
how many people live and work 
within a 5 minute walk of his 
shop



There are vast amounts of data 
available - on our website alone 

there are 60 million pieces of 
information free to use.

But is not always easy to find 
what you want. 

So we have a free information 
service where our Client 

Information Advisors will be able 
to assist you.

Phone 0508 525 525 
or email info@stats.govt.nz 

We’re here to help!



Please remember to complete 
an evaluation form. 

Thank you!


