


TOURISM IN MURCHISON
• Rivers based eco tourism is a main economic driver and 

growing rapidly – makes our community sustainable

• International reputation for brown trout fishing

• One of the top 10 White Water kayaking destinations in the 
world

• Several jetboat and rafting operations

• Tourism spend last season was $23 million

• 480 bed nights available
• From 5 star lodges to cabins
• Plus 5 motor home/tent parks



REGIONAL CONTRIBUTION

• Strategically important as the Southern Gateway to 
Nelson Tasman region

• Contributed $23 million to regional tourism economy last 
season

• Murchison has an international reputation for fishing and 
kayaking that draws people to the region and keeps 
them coming back year after year

• Murchison Visitor Centre is an active member of the 
regional network of visitor centres



STATISTICS

• Tourism provides more than half of Murchison's 
employment

• 45 tourism businesses and growing

• Fishermen spend $30,000/day with just 3 of the lodges 
employing 25 people – all export $$$

• 10 fishing guides

• Kayaker spend is less per person but there are lots of 
them!







WHO USES OUR WILD RIVERS 
FOR FISHING & KAYAKING?

• International visitors

• Domestic visitors and locals

• More than 50 organisations train and paddle here including
• Schools, Polytechnics and Universities
• NZ Kayak School – 50 multi day courses per year
• NZ Defence Force
• Outward Bound
• Tasman Police Search and Rescue
• Mountain Safety Council
• And many more groups who visit Murchison regularly 

and stay for periods of 2 days to a week



NETWORK TASMANS PLANS

• Up to 3 dams on the Matakitaki River
• 43 metres at Horse Terrace 12MW
• 35 metres at Mammoth Gorge 10MW
• 20 metres at Blue Rock 6MW

• Creating up to 3 lakes

• If all 3 schemes go ahead
• Up to 30 MW of power
• Typically $7 million per year in wholesale revenue





HOW SIGNIFICANT IS 30MW?

• Just 1.4% of what is already under construction or consented , 
and just 0.3% of New Zealand's current generation capacity
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HOW SIGNIFICANT IS 30MW?

• Just 1.4% of what is already under construction or consented,
and just 0.3% of New Zealand's current generation capacity

• Ministry for Economic Development report April 2009 lists the 
following:

• 539 MW under construction

• 1636 MW consented

• 3188 MW consent applied for
• 1645 MW proposed including this one

• What is already under construction or consented will add 20% to 
current national generation capacity of 10,000 MW, or = 2 more 
Manapouri power stations

• Schemes will have enormous impact on Murchison’s ec onomy 
for such a small gain, will impact on regions touri sm economy



WILL THERE BE ANY BENEFITS?

• There will be employment during the construction 
phase

• Once completed the schemes will run unmanned 
so there will be no jobs for Murchison

• Once completed fewer visitors will come
• Murchison's tourism economy will suffer
• The regions tourism economy will suffer



WHY IS THE MATAKITAKI RIVER SO 
IMPORTANT TO MURCHISON?

• It is the Jewel in the Crown of our rivers based eco tourism

• World class fishing and kayaking opportunities

• Blue Rock is the most kayaked stretch of water in the Southern Hemisphere
• valuable teaching resource
• 1351 descents recorded this season

• Matakitaki and Maruia Rivers are the most popular fishing rivers in the 
Murchison area and renowned for brown trout

• Horse Terrace is the most well used fishing area
• There are 15 beats of fishing on the sections of river that will be 

flooded

• Bullerfest is an annual raft and kayak festival that attracts 500+ people to 
Murchison for 3 days.  It has been running for 20 years.







WHAT WILL BE LOST IF THE 
MATAKITAKI IS DAMMED

A valuable and wisely used natural resource

• a significant recreation amenity
• some of the best brown trout fishing in the world
• some of the best white water kayak runs in the 

world
• a significant braided river habitat
• a small communities reputation for wild scenic 

rivers
• a small communities economy
• a growing part of the regions tourism economy



WILL LAKES CREATED BY DAMS 
ENHANCE TOURISM?

• No!
• Fishermen and White Water Kayakers are 

not interested in lakes created by dams
• They come here to experience what they 

can’t get in their own country
• Wild free flowing rivers are the foundation of 

New Zealand's tourism industry
100% Pure New Zealand



NETWORK TASMAN TRUST

• Covers the area from Farewell Spit to 
Lewis Pass

• Are holding elections in the next 2 weeks 
for 2 trustee vacancies

• Nathan Fa’avae is the only candidate who 
has taken a clear position on the intrinsic 
value of our wild rivers




